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Dear Confreres,

Summary of Pope Leo XIV’s Message to Priests (12 June 2026)

Pope Leo XIV calls all priests to renew their vocation to holiness by
contemplating and uniting themselves to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Beginning with God’s command, “Be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy”
(Lev 19:2), the Pope reminds priests that holiness is not an optional ideal
but an essential part of their identity and mission.

The Pope emphasizes that priestly holiness consists in sharing in the
mystery of Christ and allowing oneself to be transformed by the Holy Spirit.
Although priests are called to be shepherds after God’s own heart, they
remain fragile human beings who carry this divine treasure in “earthen
vessels.” Their weaknesses, wounds, and limitations do not prevent
holiness; rather, they become places where God’s grace is revealed. True
peace is found in the pierced Heart of Christ.

The journey to holiness is a daily, sacramental, and Eucharistic path.
Through the celebration of the Eucharist, prayer, meditation on the Word of
God, and humble service, priests continually renew the grace received at
ordination. Holiness is not achieved through isolated personal effort but
through a constant response to God’s grace that precedes, sustains, and
transforms them.

The Pope highlights the need for priests to become living witnesses of
reconciliation, mercy, unity, and peace. In a world marked by division, fear,
and woundedness, priests are called to reflect the tenderness of the Good
Shepherd by gathering the scattered, healing the wounded, and building
communion. Their pastoral zeal should flow from a deep experience of
Christ’s love rather than from mere activity or restlessness.



Contemplating the pierced Heart of Jesus reveals the true meaning of
holiness: a self-giving love that is willing to be vulnerable for the sake of
others. Priestly holiness is therefore expressed through closeness,
compassion, listening, patience, and service. A priest’s relationship with God
should lead him closer to people, especially those who are suffering and in
need.

Pope Leo XIV also stresses the importance of priestly fraternity. Priests
should support, encourage, and accompany one another, recognizing that
isolation weakens priestly life while fraternity fosters growth and
perseverance. Drawing on St. Augustine, the Pope reminds priests that love
for one another and the preservation of unity are essential signs of authentic
discipleship.

The message concludes with an invitation for priests to renew their daily
“Here I am” before Christ’s Sacred Heart. Echoing the Curé of Ars, the Pope
recalls that “the priesthood is the love of the Heart of Jesus.” He entrusts all
priests to the Virgin Mary, Mother of Priests, praying that she may help them
keep alive within themselves the Heart of Christ, the Savior of the world.

1. Canonry Chapter 2027

This is to inform that the Canonry Chapter 2027 will be held from 25 to 28
January, at CMI Generalate, Kakkanad, Kochi. All are requested to reach on
25 evening and on the 26 we begin the Chapter with the Holy Mass. The
chapter will get over with lunch on 28. The other details about the chapter
will be sent to you later. May I request all the confreres to participate in the
Canonry Chapter as it is one of the unique opportunities for us to reflect on
the Charism, life and mission of our Canonry.

2. Canonry Retreat 2026
We shall have this year’s annual retreat in two batches, and both the retreats
will be held at: Bridgettine Convent, Poothikkadu, Poomala.P.O, S.
Bathery-673592. The other details are as follows.
Batch 1 : August 24 evening to 28 noon

Preacher: Rev. Fr. Jaison Thundathil (C.Ss.R)
Batch 2 : October 12 evening to 16 noon:

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Tom Thomas Pannalakunnel (MSFS)



I request all the confreres to kindly note the dates and attend any batch
according to your convenience without fail.

3. Regarding Fr. Sunil Kadumbanthanam

The Prelate and the Council approved the request of Rev. Fr. Sunil to engage
in pastoral ministry in the Diocese of Bhadravathi for a period of one year
from 13 June 2026 until 15 May 2027. He is appointed Parish Priest of
Lourdu Matha Church, Nagavally and St. Mary’s Church, Kogar. Fr. Sunil has
been instructed to maintain his bond with the Canonry by participating in
the major common programs of the Canonry.

4. International Juniors Meet at St. Norbert Abbey, De Pere

The International Juniors Meet of the Order will be held at St. Norbert
Abbey, De Pere from 17-24 July 2027. Frs. Jestin Thayyil and Binu
Puthushery will represent our Canonry in the meeting.

5. Junior Priests’ Meet at Jamtara

This is a reminder about the Junior Priests’ meet at Jamtara from 9-13
November 2026. Priests ordained after 2015 from the three Canonries in
India are expected to attend this event. [ encourage all our confreres who
are ordained from 2016 to participate in this meet.

6. Vocations to the Canonry

12 new candidates have entered our minor seminary at St. Norbert Priory,
Mananthavady this year, and we also have 18 first years in our minor
seminary at Tikrikilla, Meghalaya. I sincerely thank and appreciate our
vocation promotion team headed by Frs. Augustine Ambasseril and Cleatus
Therakam in North East, and Frs. Shino Illickal and Sirin Poochalikalathil in
Kerala.

7. Vestition and Novitiate

The below mentioned brothers will receive the habit of the Order and will
commence the novitiate on 3 July, the feast day of St. Thomas the apostle.
Kindly keep them in your prayers.

1. Bro. Jithin Punnattukuzhy 2. Bro. Shalwin Mukalel

3. Bro. Shilmi Shadap (NE) 4. Bro. Kristopol B. Marak (NE)

5. Bro. Solomon Haungai (NE) 6. Bro. Joji Jose (Varapoly)



8. Regarding Bro. Albin Kandasamkunnel

Bro. Albin Kandasamkunnel has left Canonry and the Order. On 22 May he
informed me that he is not ready for Solemn Profession and Diaconate and
said that he needs time to take a final decision and asked for a two-year
break. While, this matter was under discussion and consideration, on 10th
June he informed me that he has decided to leave. He feels that he has no
vocation to religious life.

9. Diaconate Ministry

Dn. George (Diljith) Veliyath is appointed to St. Antony’s Church,
Thayankary, in the archdiocese of Changanasserry for his diaconate
ministry. Dn. Cyriac (Akhil) Anithottathil will do his diaconate ministry at
Little Flower Church, Puthiyidom, and will reside at the Priory.

Thanking you and assuring you all my prayers.
Sincerely,
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Fr. Jose Murickan O. Praem
Prelate




